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411 of the material within this booklet is de- 
€oripti-e of th# Iroquoian Culture of the past; however 
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the longhoa£?8 tradition at the present time^ The 
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Additional clans of the &er Iroquoian groups have 
not been included here. 
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TRADITIONAL KnTSHIP FAMILY SYSTEMS 

The clan is the true identity of IroqUDis In- 
dians; it is the factor in knowing who they are* It 
is composed of many families of equal importance* 1,^4-- 
eluded in the clan are all who are ■biologically re-^ 
lated through matrilineal blood line^ In the past^ 
father 5 mother and children were referred to as the 
"Fireside Family" since they o-^ nied a common compart- 
ment and shared the central f ^ in the longhouse^ Since 
descent is traced through the mother -s lineage j, Mem- 
bership in the clan is restricted to the mother and 
children with the father retaining his membership in the 
clan of his birth. 

A clan is named after an animal v/hich acts as its 
guarding spirit, i.e^, Deer^ Wolf^ Snife, Heron^ Hawk^ 
Bear, Beaver^ Turtle, lel^ Indians who Ipaleog to a com- 
mon clan are considered relatives regardless of the 
nation in which they have membership or the territory 
they inhabit, i,e, members of the Wolf Clan of the Mohawks 
are relatives of the V/olf Clan of the Senecas^ Since 
they consider themselves of the same bloodline, members 
of the same clan are not encouraged to marry* 

A woman acts as head of the clan and is referred to 
as the "Clan Mother". Aiaong her designated functions are: 
The appointment and removal of Confederacy Chiefs; the 
setting up and approval of marriages, the supervision^ 
the planting, cultivation, and harvesting of oropa^ In ' 

\ 

b 



addition, 0^^ 



is that 



important duties of the Clan Mother 
iss possessed by the clan. In- ■ 



dian of 



froii their clan mothers a hered' 



aires 



itary 



3sesse 



name. 



lild cannot be given a nsme that is 
a living elan member^ Upon death. 



the 



to the clan to he reUFtfd. However^ 



the bsc 



ame is es^ected to carry the name with 



hon V or 



.le can be revoked^ 



The ' n today does not alv/ays live in close 
pro:^ ^ity ■ the members of his clan. This is especially 
true oi the Indian of the city. In many cases, he has 
become so far removed from his clan, that he is unaware 
of it« 



The Iroquois People(Buf f slo , Ne\-/ Yorki Buffalo Public 
Schools, 1975)1 p. 8. 



UNIT 1 EOm AMD FAMILY 



commTt 

1* The clan is the true identity of Iroquois Indians^ 
VOCABUIARYi 

clan identity, clan mother, clan symbol 
OBJEOTIVES! 

The student will be able to ^ 

1,. explain that clans are named after an animal 

which acts as its guarding spirits 
2. select, from a group of animal pictures, the 3 

main Claris o 

3- select, from a group of animal pictures, addi^ 

tional clans^. 
4« describe hov; the clan nam© is passed down from 

generation to generation^ 
5^ know that those of the same clan are considered 

relatives = 

6 6 e^lain that the woman acts as head of the clan^ 
7« list the 5 duties of the clan mother « 
. HATER:y.LS I 

Large pictures of each clan eymbolC turtle^ bear^ 
wolf, snipe, deer, blue heron, beaver)^ Picture 
ditto sheets with each clan symbol for student fold- 
ers, bone clan symbols, activity sheets* 

'4 
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GMDE mWELi 1-^4 
TIME I 30 minutes 

VOCABtEj^Yi rotiniaten (turtle clan) ^ rotiskerevmke (be 

ronathaione (v/olf clan) 
PUHPOSEi 

To intmluca the three main clans and to create 
an "Understanding that the clan is a means of 
identifying Iroqoian people. 
HTSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: 
The student will: 

1^ explain why clans are named after the animals 

2a recite the three main clans of the Mohawle 

3^ identify and name three clans from a chart of 

several animals 
4, discuss the facts that the clan name is handed 
down from the mother^ 
MATEEMS I 

Charts with clan symbols^ wooden plaques depic- 
ting clan symbols, activity sheet 
METHODS I 

Helate to the students that Indian people identify 
their families througi a system called the clan 
systemo The clan symbols for the Iroquois are 
chosen f romi the^animal kingdom. These animals 
act as gHardian spirit to the people of a clan^ 
Hold up a clan chart v/ith the turtle, bear and wolf 
pictures^ a^lain that these three animals are 



__claA-SystQls f or^-thB^three main olans of the 

Moha?/rk. Call on individuals, asking each to name 
the three main clans of the Mohawk « ^^lain that 
the clans are handed dot-m= through the mother* 
The child will inherit the clan of the mother^ 
The father of the children v/ill have the same clan 
as his mother « '^en people marry ^ they marry one 
of another clan* Those with the same clan are 
considered relati-^ 3 and do not marry. One elm 
is made up of many families ^- 

EVALUATIONi 

Given a v/ork sheets the students will answer all 
five questions correctly. 



rTame 



OLAIT AOTIVITY SmET 

Pill in the blanks, choosing the correct word from 
this list I 

hear families wise animal woli' mother 
respected turtle longhouse clan mothers 

1. The three main clans of the Mohawk are 
, and * 



2p The clan is handed down to the children from the 



3* The clan is made up of 



4. The clan symbols are made up of signs ^ 



5a The father's clan is the same as his 



TOPICS Additional Clans of the Mohawks s 
GHADE m^mji 1-^4 
TUffii 30 minutes 

VOOABULARY: rotlnesiio (snipe clan), v;ahtateimotseronies 

(ball deer clan) , awenkeha (blue heroii) ^ 

ratiniatons (beaver clan) 
PUEPOSE: To acquaint the students with additional 

Iroquoian clans ^ 
INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES^ 

The student willi 

1^ name the animals, representing the clans, from 

a clan chart; 
2. choose the clans from a group of several 

animals ; 

3« recite the clan names in Mohawk; 

4« name^ in review, the main clans, 
MATERIALS: Chart with snipe, deer^ blue heron, and 

"beaver; picture of several kinds of animals , 

activity sheet 
METHODS: 

Hold up the clan chart with the snipe ^ deer^ blue 
heron 5 and beaver^ Name these animals and e^^lain 
that these animals represent other clans of the 
Mohawk* ' Hold up a picture of several^ animals. 
Ask students to choose the clan symbols from this 
pictiire. Say the clan names in Mohawk, pointing 
to each animal symbol* Have the students recite 



the Mohawk names for each clan^ Ask students if 
they can remem'ber and name the three main clans of . 
the Mohav/ks,, 

VALUATION I 

The students will list^seven Glans and ^colbr thi 



pictufes on. an activity sheets 
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CLAN ACTIVITY SHEET 
CIRCLE EACH CLAN PICTURE AND LIST, THE NAMES BELOW 




TOPIC: How Clans are Passed down 

TIME: 30 minutes 
VOCABULARYr o'tahra (clan) 

PimPOSE: To acquaint the Btudents with the fact that 
the clan is passed down from generation to 
generation^ 

INSTRUCTIONAX OBJEOTIVESi 
The student will: . 

1. recall 5 in review, the Mohaw^k olans; 

2. name those Qlans that are considered relatives 
3# e^cplain how the clan is passed on* 

MATERIALS: clan chart, clan actitity ^fcheot 
rffiTHODS: 

Review with the students the names of tho clans. 
Discuss with them that clans with the ssme sjnoibol/ 
same animals are considQred relatives* ^^lain 
that in the .clan system, the clan symbol and clan 
name are passed-dOTO from the mother's side of thfe\ 
family^ All of her children will have the same 
clan^ The father ke^ps the clan from his mother^ 
EVALUATIOET: 

Each student will make his/her ovm family tree;: 
listing their brothers, sisters, parents and 
grandparents. 



TOPIC: Pamily Tree Activity 



MATERIALS : drawins paper (12 X 18"), magio markers, 

pencils 
METHODS: 

Discuss with the students the idea of a "family 
tree", a^lain that it means the parents, grand- 
parBnts^ great gr^dparents and etc^ Have the 
students draw a large tree with upper middle and 
lower branches^ On the lower branches, write 
your own name and your brothers or sisters^ On 
the middle branches, write the names of your 
parents^ On the upper branches .write the 
nmes of the grandparents^ 

Display each students 's family tree on the bullati 
boards 



TOPICS The Duties of a Clan Mother 
QHaDE LEVEL: 1-6 
TIPffii 50 minutes 

VOOABroARY: kanistensera (olan mother) 

FUHPOSE: To teach students the duties and import anoe 

of the clan mother. 
32TSTEUOTIOH1L OBJ^OTIVESs 

The student wllli 

Ip es^lain the importance of the clan mother | 
2* list 3 duties of the olan mother ; 
3* describe how the clan mother dresses in long* 
house ceremonies* 

Picture of clem mother in traditional dress ^ dolls 
dressed in traditional drees ^ activity sheet - 
r^HOpSs Hold up a piotwa of a olan mother, E^lain 
to the students that the clan mother is very im- 
portant. It is ML honor to he chosen olan mother 
Discuss the msmy duties of the clan mother* She 
'is to appoint a chief to represent the nation in 
important meetings ^ advise the, chief in time of 
trouble 5 make sure that all those appointed for 
performing In a ceremony, ^ are present* The cIm. 
. mother advises those waiting to mari^t Mid arranges 
the marriage ceremo^* She calls olan meetings 
and keeps fully Informed. The clan mother has the 



responsibility of removing the chief from office if 
he does wrong. 

Show the dolls dressed in traditional clothing 
Descrihe the clothing* S^lain that this clothing 
is still worn by the elm mother in longhouse 
ceremonies held today* 

EVALUATIOIT: 

Each student will be able to name at least three 
duties of the clan mother and complete correctly 
6 out of 8 questions on the activity sheet. 
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AOTIVITY aiOiiT 

Duties of a elan rtotheri 

iTill in the 'olan3:o by chooains the correct v;ord 

fror the list helo'-n 

Hother's ohief honor pernittad clan marriasa 
not pamitted relatives clan mother 

!• -Th e h as a vary inoortant role in 

Indian 4iociety, 

2« Thooe people of the SMie ol^ are eonaidera d 



3* People of the same ols^ are to 
.Tariy. 

4* Th e i s a f orgi of identify ing vrho you are* 

5* Olane are handed dojrn through the - ' 

aide of the f axily. ' 
6. The clan mother appoints th e > 
7* The clan mother nrrancbs ceriaiQaias* 
Bm It is an to be ^ clan mother. 
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TOPIC I Clan Necklace Project 
GRAJDE> LIVED: 1^4 
, TUffii 30 minutes 

PUHPOSEi To provide a culminating aotivity for student's 
recall of the most known clans associated with 
the Mohawks. 

INSTRUCTIONAL OBJEOTIVIS: 
The student v/ilL: 

1^ recall the names of the clans orally; 
2# draw the clan picture; 
3* color the design that they make^ 
MATERIALS: 

^ 4" piece of cardboard, yarn strands cut into 15" 
lengths^ pencils^ felt tip pens, scissors & paper 
ptmcher . 

METHODS: 

Give the students a 4^' square cardboard on which. :v 
they will draw a clsm^ s^bol picture* Have them out 
a^ circle around the drawn picture and color the 
picture, Ptmch two holes at the top center portion 
of the circle p Insert the yarn strands through., 
these holes and Imot it at the back. The student 
.will write their names on the back of the clan 
design and it will be ready to wear- 
EVAMJATIONi ■ ^ - 

Each student will be able to choose a clan symbol 
from those studied and illustrate it. 



. 2" snuare pieces of felt 5 several beads of desired 
color, thread, needle^ 2" snuare piece of leather^* 
like naterial 

irovide each student uith above materials ^ iJirect 
the student to dra*^ the clan rayiibol on the felt* 
•;ith the threaded needle, the student vill boad 
the outline of the ^imal* 

For the turtle symbol, a larBe 1*- button (the kind 
'.fith no button holes ^ but the thread hole is on 
the underside) n'dsht be used for the body. The 
beadins vjould be for the outline and for the head 
^d legs. button 




outlines of the 3 nain clans 





ERIC 



36 



